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PLUGGLD IN: Tom Sime of Exchange Communications says this was a good Budget for people ke him.
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‘We are better now than when he stood up’

HAME: Tom Sime, managing
director, Exchange
Communilcations,

RLISIHESS,
Tel#torms entrapronsur,

BASED: Kirkintllloch,
BUBOET HOPES: Mr Sime was not

. éxpacting the Chancellor to offer

miich practical help te firme, He
wais concorned that minlsters
might hive resarted to an
unihelplul increass in the rate of
capital galne tax o reduce the
government's huge debis,
prompting & flurry of lax-driven

mirgiers thal would have
riduci the fumbers af
potentlal buyers of the
communications systems
Il oimpany sells,

EEET REACTION:

Mr Siime sald: "We fesl we are in
# Bbaltar posltion than whon
Alistair Darling stood up, The
migssage lof me and my slze

of buginess is that it a good
Budget."

He wis especially pleased that
Mr Darling had wan agresmen
from Lloyds Banking Group and
Royal Bank of Scolland that they
wold provide C94 billion in new

lomng this year, sround Rall (e
prmall and mediim-siged
anterprises. This could mean
that mare potential ellents can
raldi Uhs Money Lo buy systeme
Trom his company.

Mr Sl leals the decislon to
appolt an adjudicator to
oonsder complalnts about
barks will encsurage bankors lo
provi lending declslens aro falr,

Hit Wi also ploased Lhat Mr
Darling doubled the annual
Inveatmant allowance to
£ 100,000, This sllows SHEs (o
fal expenditure on things such
as telephone networks sgaing
thiir L bills.

His Cérm turnavir busingss
shiould also banallt from moves
tao Incraase this amounl of
contracis caniral govarnmant
awards o SMEs by C3bn
annually, “It's posithve diseriml-
natian, but that's a good thing.”

Mr Sime was rallaved that Mr
Barling left the standard Capltal
Gaine Tox rate st 18%. However,
hie wa digappalated that the
Chancallor confirmaed that the
employers’ nallonal insurance
Fale will increase by one
parcentage paint from next
April. Thin will maks him
faiitieus about ing reasing his
fi0-alrong warklarcs,



